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Thomas Jefferson George Mason Thomas Ludwell Lee 

George Wythe Edmund Pendleton 

January 13-17, 1777 

House of Burgesses 

Committee of 

Revisors 

 

Fredericksburg 

Virginia 



Where they came from: 

 

Jefferson – Albemarle 

Mason – Fairfax 

Lee – Westmoreland 

Pendleton – Caroline 

Wythe – Williamsburg 

 

…and met in 

Fredericksburg as a 

central location, away 

from the busy capital of 

Williamsburg 

 

 

 



This drawing was based on a plat which showed the 

foundation of George Weedon’s Tavern, and was the 

basis for Cliff Sattherthwaite’s 2001 painting. 



The same corner today, showing historic panels 

Site of Weedon’s Tavern 



2002 William and Caroline Street tabletop display showing 

Cliff Sattertwhaite’s painting of Weedon’s Tavern 



Original 2002 Panel, which was removed in 2015 



Satterthwaite’s painting of Weedon’s Tavern.  The white 

building on the left can be seen in the Civil War 

engraving and the modern photographs which follow 



Three Freedoms Corner:  The arrow on the right shows the 

destroyed Bank of Virginia, on the site of Weedon’s Tavern, the 

Opera House, and then Woolworth’s, William & Caroline Sts. 



The same view 2025.  The building on the left survived the war. 



Jefferson’s Bill for 

Establishing Religious 

Freedom 

 

Drafted 1777 

 

First printed copy 1779 

 

Enacted by the General 

Assembly, January 16 

and signed into law 

January 19 1786 



Virginia Gazette and 

Independent Chronicle 

January 26, 1786 

Richmond 

 

AN ACT For establishing 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

 

Adjacent to “Ten Dollars 

Reward for RUN away 

fellow named ABRAM…” 



Entries next to each 

other on the same page 

of the Gazette 



1779:  “…any religious Worship place or Ministry whatsoever…” 

1786:  “…any religious worship, place or ministry whatsoever…” 



Mather Brown’s 

1786 portrait of 

Jefferson, age 43 

 

National Portrait 

Gallery 

Smithsonian 



1950 Code of Virginia 

Arrow indicates the Enactment Clause, unchanged since 1777 



1950 Code of Virginia, 6th reprinting, 1986 



A rendering of the old State Capitol buildings, 14th & Cary St. 

Richmond, where the General Assembly moved in 1780 



This Richmond parking lot, 14th & Cary, was the site of the 1780 General Assembly 

building.  The 1984 First Freedom Center was in the buildings on the right  



The parking lot, now gone, allowed visitors to see the two 

murals on the adjacent buildings… 



22 

…including the Enactment Clause, unchanged since 1777. 

Philip B. Meggs, VCU artist and historian of graphic design, 

designed the mural for the 1986 bicentennial of the Statute 



Valentine First Freedom Center, built 2015, 14th & Cary St. 



Valentine First Freedom Center, built 2015, 14th & Cary St. 





Meggs’ Enactment Clause mural, now on “Religious 

Freedom Center Alley”, is less visible today 



Article I:  The first of Madison’s  

ten amendments to the 

Constitution  

(the “Bill of Rights”) 

 

 adopted December 15, 1791  



Final portrait of 

Jefferson, at 

Monticello, age 78, 

early 1821 

Thomas Sully 



“…the Jew and the 

Gentile, the Christian 

and Mahometan, the 

Hindoo, and infidel of 

every denomination.”  

– TJ Autobiography, 

1825 

He died the following 

year, July 4, 1826 



Original 1833 Jefferson obelisk, showing William Clarkson 

visiting Monticello cemetery in 1881, shortly before its being 

replaced and sent to the University of Missouri 



Jefferson died 50 years after the Declaration of Independence 



The original 1833 Monticello 

obelisk, in Missouri 

 

In 1885, Jefferson’s 

descendents gave it to the 

University of Missouri, the 

first land grant university 

west of the Mississippi (i.e. 

the 1803 Louisiana Purchase) 



The 1833 obelisk at the University of Missouri 



In 1883, the new obelisk 

was placed at Monticello 



Jefferson, famously, wrote his own epitaph  

“as evidence that I have lived” 



The Beginnings of the Religious Freedom 

Monument and celebration  

in Fredericksburg, Virginia 



Fredericksburg stonemason St Clair Brooks, his wife, Emma, 

and children, Marion, about 4, and Herbert, in 1929 



St Clair and Emma, Marion, 

Herbert, and two younger siblings, 

perhaps around 1935? 



St Clair Brooks, far left, unofficial “Mayor” of Falmouth, 

Virginia, one of nine U.S. towns named Falmouth, hosts 

Mayor Baker of Falmouth, England, November 1950 



December 2, 1883  

– March 5, 1953 



The Brooks home was  

geographically within 

St Clair Brooks Park, 

the 30 acres of which 

was given by John Lee 

Pratt when he died in 

1975, in memory of his 

childhood friend 

 

We called Marion at 

371-1709 and picked 

her up 1 pm, January 

10, 2016, at her home,  

200 Butler Road 

  



Marion sat with us 

on the risers for the 

last time on January 

10, 2016, at age 90 

  

Marion Brooks 

Robinson 

September 5, 1925 – 

March 28, 2018 

 



155th Anniversary 

1932 



The monument was built at 

Maury School in 1932, by 

stonemason St Clair Brooks 

and unveiled in October 

 

It remained there until the 1976 

Bicentennial, when it was 

moved to Washington Avenue, 

at a cost of about $5000 

October 16,  1932 



George Washington’s 200th birthday, February 22,  

was the occasion for the 1932 celebration and monument, 

lifting up Washington’s “religious character” 

  

Separation of Church and State, Jefferson’s Bill for 

Establishing Religious Freedom, and the Revisors’ meeting 

was the lower portion of the inscription 

 

  The Free Lance-Star discussed a proposed debate with 

Charleston, South Caroline, the “City of Steeples”, about 

which city was indeed “America’s Most Historic City” 



October 1932 

plaque, now on the 

back face of the 

monument as it sits 

on Washington 

Avenue 



Sunday October 16, 1932   

Columbus Day was the previous Wednesday, October 12, 1932 



The article "America's Most Historic City" was the editorial 

cornerstone of a 44-page, Feb. 22, 1932, Free Lance-

Star edition celebrating George Washington’s bicentennial. 

The article highlighted local landmarks like Ferry Farm and 

the Mary Washington House to solidify the city's reputation. 





159th Anniversary 

1936 



 

•1936: 150th Anniversary 

The year 1936 marked the sesquicentennial of the statute's passage by the 

Virginia General Assembly (January 16, 1786). While broader national 

recognition followed later, this milestone reinforced the statute's legacy as 

the precursor to the First Amendment. 

 

 

•1940s: Nationalization Influence 

During the 1940s, interest in the statute grew as the U.S. Supreme 

Court began nationalizing the First Amendment's religion clauses. Legal 

scholars and historians increasingly highlighted Jefferson's statute as the 

authoritative "standard of religious liberty" during this era. 

In the forty years,1932 to 1973,  

not much happens in Fredericksburg related to the 

Bill or the Statute 



The Jefferson Memorial was built between 1939 and 1943, and 

dedicated April 13, 1943, the 200th anniversary of Jefferson's birth.  

 

Inside is inscribed "Almighty God hath created the mind free... No 

man shall be compelled to frequent or support religious worship... but 

all men shall be free to profess... their opinions in matters of religion." 



…and "Truth is great and will prevail if left to herself; she is the proper 

and sufficient antagonist to error, and has nothing to fear from the 

conflict unless by human interposition disarmed of her natural 

weapons, free argument and debate". 



200th Anniversary 

1977 



Kurt Leidecker (1902-1991) MWC 

Center for Asian Studies, Jefferson 

Institute for Religious Studies 

Recruited by Knights Gene Albrycht 

and Don Hildebrand to ask City 

Council to move the monument 
 



Free Lance-Star December 3, 1976:   The monument was 

being relocated to Washington Avenue for the Bicentennial 





Gov. Mills Godwin 

(1914-1999) 

Fr. Vincent Sikora 

(1925-1989) 

Rev. James 

Cobb 

Fr. Charles 

Sydnor 



December 1976 

plaque, now on the 

front face of the 

monument 



209th Anniversary 

1986 



200th Anniversary of January 1786 passage into law 

Wegner Arts medallion 00, gift of Gordon Shelton to RK  



215th Anniversary 

1992 



January 1992? 

  

Memorial to Kurt 

Leidecker 1902-

November 17, 1991 

 

Thomas Jefferson 

Institute for the 

Study of Religious 

Freedom, 1974 



223rd  Anniversary 

2000 



2000 Freedom 

House report 

shows United 

States is the only 

large country with 

the highest level of 

religious freedom 



Population Area km2 Density 

        

Estonia 1,408,556 45,226 31 

Finland 5,211,311 337,030 15 

Eire 3,917,336 70,273 56 

Netherlands 16,318,199 41,526 393 

Norway 4,574,560 385,199 12 

        

Total 31,429,962 879,254 36 

% 11% 9% 

        

United States 293,027,571 9,631,118 30 

        



225th Anniversary 

2002 



2002 225th Anniversary Pewter medallion made by Ralph & 

Ellis Gooch, Cardinal Pewter, Kenmore Avenue 



Wegner Metal Arts  

2002 Monument 









January 20, 2002 Walking/Driving Tour of Faiths 



Mayor Bill Beck’s 

Welcome 

 

2002 Tour of Faiths 

booklet 



“Fredericksburg’s Best Kept Secret” – Robert Kravetz 2002 



2002 Walking/Driving Tour of 21 Houses of Faith 



 

 

National Service Award 

 

The Fredericksburg Council 4034 was honored by the 

Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus with 

the Service Program Award for Community Activity, the top 

national award for community service projects for 2002 



226th Anniversary 

2003 



Justice Scalia and Mayor Bill Beck 

SRF226  January 12, 2003 



Marion Brooks Robinson and Cathy Kravetz  

January 12, 2003 



227th Anniversary 

2004 



Virginia Knights 2004 presentation to Knights Museum, New 

Haven Connecticut. It quotes Supreme Knight Carl Anderson: 

[Belief] is something that “…can neither be coerced on the 

one hand nor prohibited on the other.” 



228th Anniversary 

2005 









January 13, 2005 





City Hall of Frejus, with a marker commemorating Jefferson’s 

visit in April 1787 – a gift of Fredericksburg in 2005,  

the 25th year of our Sister City association 



“All men have two 

homelands, their 

own, and France.” 

-Th. Jefferson 

 

Presented to Frejus 

by Fredericksburg 

July 2005 

"Symbole de l'amitié 

franco-américaine, cette 

plaque commémore le 

passage à Fréjus, le 9 avril 

1787, de Thomas Jefferson 

(1743-1826), humaniste 

d'exception, ambassadeur 

des États-Unis en France et 

3ème Président des États-

Unis." 



229th Anniversary 

2006 







Bhante Y. Wimala is a prominent Sri Lankan Buddhist monk 

known globally for his humanitarian work and teaching 

 



The guest speaker is Tim Kaine, inaugurated Governor the day before.  

His inauguration was the first in Williamsburg since Jefferson, in 1779 





230th Anniversary 

2007 



1x3 meter Blue and Gray Parkway banner   



2007 Keynote 

Speaker of the 

Virginia House 

of Delegates  

Bill Howell 

 

January 14 



Excavation of the 

uppermost part of the 

base of 1932 site during 

renovation of Maury 

School, 2007 

January 16,  

Mr. Clark,  

site manager 

April 27, Dr. Kravetz 



Dear Mrs. Tansill, 

     I am attaching six jpegs and a word 

document about Marion [Brooks 

Robinson].  Now that I think of it, I'll also 

send you a picture of Marion and my wife 

Cathy at one of the recent religious 

freedom celebrations.  Mr. Clark and I 

calculated that the granite base, at 20 tons, 

weighed just about the same as the 

monument itself.  Each is about 265 cubic 

feet (cement, in the case of the base, and 

granite, in the case of the monument.)  The 

base measures 6x6x41/2 feet, and would 

likely have remained unidentifiable without 

the history.  Our hint that it was there was 

the small portion visible before the 

excavation.  Marion and her daughter 

visited Maury to see the base just before it 

was again covered over, a few months 

ago.  The monument, now on Washington 

Avenue, is over 11 feet tall. 

 

Robert Kravetz 

2007 Letter about 

the remaining base 

of the monument at 

Maury School 



231st Anniversary 

2008 





235th Anniversary 

2012 



The Fredericksburg chapter of the Washington Area 

Secular Humanists (WASH), part of the Coalition of 

Reason, participated in the Knights of Columbus 

annual Religious Freedom parade in January 2012.  

 

This was the first time non-theistic groups were 

represented in the parade 



237th Anniversary 

2014 



Fredericksburg Coalition of Reason assembles at the train 

station before the Knights parade, January 12, 2014.  Behind is 

the banner of Redeemer Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod) 



Note the chalk spike marks on the street for the Knights of 

Columbus and the Knights Templar 



  

Mayors Rev. Davies and Greenlaw, and Rep. Bobby Orrock, 

on the left of the podium; Rev. Cregan with the flat cap, third 

from the right 



Keynote speaker  and Baptist minister William  Murray, January 2014. 

His Religious Freedom Coalition had moved from Lafayette Boulevard, 

in Fredericksburg, to D.C., in late 2012, just over a year earlier. 



 The Knights Templar, Knights, and Mr. Murray laying the 

wreath, January 12, 2014. 



 The Knights Templar, Knights, and Mr. Murray laying the 

wreath, January 12, 2014. 



Murray was plaintiff for his 

mother’s 1963 Supreme 

Court case against forced 

reading of the Bible in 

school 



Fredericksburg Coalition of Reason 



Marchers probably walking toward Central 

Rappahannock Regional Library 



Library conference sponsored by University of Mary 

Washington and Fredericksburg Coalition of Reason 



238th Anniversary 

2015 



239th Anniversary 

2016 





240th Anniversary 

2017 



2017 240th Anniversary 1x12 banner at the old Visitor Center 



241st Anniversary 

2018 



1x3 meter Blue Gray Parkway banner 

January 9-30, 2017 



2018 241st Anniversary Visitor Center 1x12 meter Banner 



January 14, 2018 photo? 



243th Anniversary 

2020 





January 12, 2020 



Fr. Donald J. Rooney, Keynote Speaker, January 12, 2020 

Rep. Bobby Orrock, Master of Ceremonies, at lower right 



UMW Khatib Program starts in 2020 

 

“Dr. and Mrs. Khatib believe that it is only through mutual 

understanding and respect for each other’s religions that tolerance 

and peaceful coexistence is possible.”  

 



244th Anniversary 

2021 



Truncated ceremony due to Covid, January 2021 



245th Anniversary 

2022 





246th Anniversary 

2023 



David Bereit, CEO, 40 Days for Life January 2023  

AI:  “mobilized 750,000 volunteers in more than 700 cities 

across all 50 states and dozens of other nations to save 

thousands of children and close nearly 100 abortion centers. 

David is a convert to Catholicism”. 



247th Anniversary 

2024 



Sunday, January 14, 2024 



Sunday, January 14, 2024.  Robert & Cathy Kravetz on the 

right, bringing and holding the banner yearly since 2002  



Msgr. John C. Cregan, Keynote Speaker 

January 14, 2024 



Fr. Richard Miserendino, Chaplain UMW Catholic 

Campus Ministry, delivers closing prayer.  Del. Bobby 

Orrock, lower right, is again Master of Ceremonies 



Michael Aubrecht’s 2024 book, first of its kind 



Preston 

Thayer and 

R. Kravetz 

June 2024 

concept  for 

temporary 

art for 2027 



248th Anniversary 

2025 



249th Anniversary 

2026 



Knights parade, January 11, 2026 





John Siegler’s vision of a White Garden for the Monument 

proposed March 27, 2026 



Website created by Michael Aubrecht March 30, 2026 



Abby Construction 

workman cleans the 

monument, June 8-10, 

prior to mortar 

repointing and bronze 

plaque cleaning 



250th Anniversary planning meeting Tuesday July 7, 2026 

Michael Aubrecht, Robert Kravetz, Nancy Moore, Matt Kelly 

John Wilkes, Mary Katherine Greenlaw, Bill Beck, Clint Schemmer 

Rick Pullen, Thomas Cleary, John Siegler, Craig Vasey 



250th Anniversary 

2027 



250th  
January 

2027 


